Pseudoaneurysm: a review.
Pseudoaneurysms may arise from any artery in the human body. Most commonly found to involve the femoral artery after angiography, the presentation may vary from being clinically silent to a life-threatening emergency scenario. Recognition of this condition and treatment largely depend on the hemodynamic stability and anatomy of the pseudoaneurysm. Advances in treatment have enabled nonsurgical therapy in a significant number of cases. Ultrasound-guided thrombin injection is a fairly easy and effective treatment option. Other endovascular approaches, such as stent graft repair and coil embolization, are also available. Endovascular techniques play an important role in treating pseudoaneurysms arising from the aorta as a result of blunt trauma or previous aortic surgery. It is important to recognize the indications for surgery to avoid delay in the management of this potentially limb- or life-threatening condition.